


The Reading Cloud is an interactive whole school 

online reading community designed to engage 

pupils, parents, teachers and librarians in reading 

for pleasure and purpose though linking both real 

and virtual reading experiences anytime, anywhere. 

Using a variety of tools including blogging, reading 

lists and video capture, pupils will be inspired to 

share their views about the books and authors they 

have enjoyed, research homework topics and work 

collaboratively within a safe 

and managed environment. 

By becoming part of the 

Reading Cloud community 

children are motivated to 

make wider reading choices 

and encouraged to become 

independent learners. 

“Pupils’ should be taught to read � uently, understand extended prose (both � ction and non-

� ction) and be encouraged to read for pleasure. Schools should do everything to promote 

wider reading. They should provide library facilities and set ambitious expectations for 

reading at home.” 

“They should be reading widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure and 

information. They should be able to read silently, and then discuss what they have read”

The National Curriculum: English Programmes of Study Key Stages 1 and 2

Powered by Junior Librarian.net and paired 

with your current school enrolment package, the 

Reading Cloud allows you to build an intelligent 

reading pro� le of the children in your school, be 

that individually or collectively per year group or 

class set. Given the Ofsted inspection criteria, the 

ability to track, report and identify key reading 

trends in your school will prove invaluable.



Children as authors: 
Creating their own reviews & sharing opinions about their reading – ideal for school 
book clubs and lessons with a literacy focus

“Pupils’ should develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and other 

reading, and to prepare their ideas before they write”

“Pupils’ should continue to have opportunities to write for a range of real purposes and 

audiences as part of their work across the curriculum” 

Giving young readers the opportunity to talk and 

write about their reading choices empowers them 

and builds con� dence in their own literacy and 

social skills. It enables pupils to demonstrate their 

understanding of the themes and content of a text 

and provokes discussion. The Reading Cloud o� ers 

young writers both a blogging and reviewing area 

where they can write about their favourite books 

and authors. Video reviews can be created to 

develop oral and performance skills and would be 

ideal for use with poetry. 

Written reviews and blogs can be shared to a wider 

audience within the school community and pupils 

can be featured as the Star Reviewer for that week. 

Even the youngest child will be able to write about 

the books they have enjoyed reading at school or at 

home as the Reading Cloud contains customisable 

review templates for � ction and non-� ction 

which could feature key questions to help focus 

and prompt responses such as about favourite 

characters or parts of the story. A managed chat 

function enables pupils to actively discuss a 

reading based topic safely with their fellow readers 

in school. Children can “Like” books and authors 

whose work they have enjoyed thus building up 

their pro� le as a reader. These literacy tools could 

be used with a book club in the library or with a 

class as part of a composition lesson. They could be 

used to help develop an understanding of the plot 

and characterisation of a story or explore narrative, 

vocabulary, themes, spelling and punctuation.



“Developing their vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure 

that they become independent, � uent and enthusiastic readers who read widely and 

frequently. They should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of stories, 

poetry, plays and non-� ction”

The Reading Cloud provides many di� erent ways of 

promoting reading for enjoyment that are � exible 

and adaptable and will attract even the most 

reluctant readers. The reading lists function enables 

targeted reading lists to be created and shared for 

speci� c year groups or class sets, by curricular topic 

or tailor made for individual pupils. Pupils can create 

their own book lists to share with friends or as part 

of a literacy themed lesson. Most Popular Books 

showcases the latest and most popular resources 

in the school library or across the thousands of 

schools within the Reading Cloud 

reading community. Children 

can explore which search 

terms are trending which could 

include hash tags from pupil 

blogs and timeline posts too. 

Schools can add their own 

search keywords and also 

highlight speci� c vocabulary 

including word meanings 

or focus on key topics using 

the Word or Fact of the Day alerts which children 

would instantly see. Optional links to the school 

Twitter and Facebook feeds can be activated and 

used to make further book recommendations or 

inform about reading themed school events or 

achievements.

The Suggested Reads generator will � ag up a list 

of books to read next and results are based on 

which books the child had previously borrowed 

from the library. It also shows authors who write 

in similar styles to favourite authors so could be 

used to explore genres. The author video library 

features clips from a wealth of popular authors such 

as Malorie Blackman and David Almond reading 

extracts and giving an insight into the storylines of 

the books they have written. This content provides 

excellent source material to provoke discussion and 

debate whilst also being 

an e� ective stimulus for 

creative writing.

What and Who to Read? 
Highlight and Recommend great reads, explore genres and share fantastic 
author facts with young readers



Homework Help: 
Developing Pupils’ Con� dence in their Research and Information Retrieval Skills

“Pupils should have opportunities to exercise choice in selecting books and be taught 

how to do so”

“They should also be developing their knowledge and skills in reading non-� ction 

about a wide range of subjects”

“In using non-� ction, pupils should know what information they need to look for 

before they begin and be clear about the task” 

Using the Reading Cloud’s 

catalogue search functions 

encourages children to actively 

search their school library 

online for books and resources 

and develop their information 

seeking skills. Pupils can embark 

on an interactive learning journey 

helping them to discover and 

engage independently in research 

using a variety of search tools. 

There are search methods to suit 

all ages and abilities including searching pictorially 

for Key Stage 1 and for Key Stage 2 by A-Z of author 

surname, theme, series, genre, level or by subject. 

Lessons can be planned around constructing 

searches using suitable keywords or by Dewey 

classi� cation. Upon � nding a book, research can 

be extended by access to thousands of approved, 

safe curricular websites which link to each book 

where keywords match. Full book 

details are provided including 

whether it is on loan or has 

reviews or extracts to read, 

front cover images and a book 

summary. If linked to the public 

library it will also show if the book 

is available there. Class written 

stories, poems and projects can 

also be uploaded and shared to 

the catalogue which could form 

the basis of a literacy lesson. By 

becoming con� dent users of the search features, 

children acquire the transferrable skills of locating 

and scanning resources, creating and � ltering lists 

and of structuring their time within the library to 

achieve their goals.

Instantly accessing and sharing the Monitoring & Reporting of pupils’ reading 
progression

The Reading Cloud’s Management reporting functionality enables schools to track a child’s reading 

journey throughout their time at the school. The system also provides a range of tools to generate 

immediate statistics on reading performance over time such as top readers, books borrowed by year 

group or gender and book reviews written.



Making the Reading Cloud their own: Avatars, Pro� les and My Home Library 

Feedback from schools has demonstrated that children 

respond very positively to having their own online presence 

within the Reading Cloud where they can create a pro� le and 

avatar, share their book and author favourites and see their 

library borrower history, all of which they can then share 

with their parents to show what they have enjoyed reading. 

Also popular with thousands of pupil users is the My Home 

Library feature where young readers can catalogue their 

own books which they can then swap with their friends. This 

facility aims to encourage book ownership and sharing of 

treasured reads in a responsible way which could link to other 

cross curricular themes pastorally.

The Reading Cloud can be con� gured so that all navigational tabs appear in a range of di� erent languages 

including French, Spanish, German & Polish which could be used to help develop children’s awareness 

of other languages and how they are structured and as part of a lesson looking at other countries and 

cultures.

The Department for Education is now encouraging schools to run Key Stage 2 book clubs, to motivate 

children to read widely for enjoyment and share the books they have read in discussion with their friends 

or in a class group. MLS have created a short video showing some of the ways in which the Reading Cloud 

can complement the launch of a book club in your school and could be used as part of a launch event or 

parents evening. It can be accessed via the Reading Cloud homepage which can be sent to you as a free 

video download or accessed via the Reading Cloud homepage.

Watch & Share: How the Reading Cloud can help launch and support a 
Book Club in your School

“Pupils should be learning to justify their views about what they have read: with 

support at the start and increasingly independently”

“Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can 

read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views 

courteously”

Exploring other spoken languages: Foreign Language Personalisation



School Libraries Community Statistics: Resourcing the Library and keeping up-to-date

Schools are able to view exclusive shared community data about the current most popular authors 

and books sourced from thousands of schools across the UK who are Reading Cloud users using the 

Dashboard statistics facility. This valuable information can assist in book purchasing within the MLS 

Bookshop where books can be searched for by key stage, curriculum area, reading age and interest level 

at discounted prices.

We have created eye catching collections of motivational Reading Cloud posters including some which 

individually list all the bene� ts for pupils, parents and sta� , informative A-Z worksheets and colourful 

bookmarks to assist in launching the Reading Cloud in your school. As part of your display you may like 

to show our Reading Cloud or Reading for Pleasure animations which can be sent to you as free video 

downloads or accessed via the Reading Cloud homepage.

Dazzling Displays and Video Animations: Promoting the Reading Cloud in your school

Find out more about the Reading Cloud by visiting our Reading Cloud page at:

http://www.microlib.co.uk/home/ReadingCloud.aspx 

 

For more information please contact your Account Manager at MLS on 0161 449 9357 

All quotes are taken from the English Programmes of Study: Key Stages 1 and 2 National Curriculum in 

England - Department for Education Sept 2013 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_

national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf 


