
In July 2014 the library project began. Our school worked in 

partnership with our School Library Service who audited our existing 

stock and then ordered new stock, once we had secured a £5000 

grant for new books, from The Foyle Foundation. Books were ordered 

from Peter’s booksellers as they come jacketed to prolong their life 

and with colourful genre stickers on the spines. This helps the children 

when choosing a book to borrow.

In 2007 our school moved into its current building amalgamating two schools into one. At fi rst the library was housed in a larger area but as 

pupil numbers increased the library space was squeezed. Our library was an unattractive, unappealing place with high shelving inappropriate 

in size for our children and stocked with old, tired books biased towards older pupils. As a result the library was underused and, when surveyed, 

the childrens’ responses were negative. Something needed to be done....

Acting upon their advice we visited other good school libraries in 

our locality and poured over designers’ catalogues. Our one desire 

was for a reading den and to open up the space to include the 

corridor too.

We have chosen new brightly coloured furniture from INCUBE, with 

shelves designed for face- on display and a secret reading den. The 

walls have been painted a bright yellow and new swirly carpet has 

been laid, right across the corridor to open up the library space. We 

have also used the glass on double doors into our activity room as 

a noticeboard promoting new books or showing photos of authors 

who have visited. Our aim was to involve the children so each class 

has produced artwork to adorn the library .

Reception have focussed on The Very Hungry Caterpillar making 

furry caterpillars out of mixed media. Year 1 have used laminated 

photos of the class with speech bubbles containing their writing 

based on The Gruff alo and Year 2 have created wild things hanging 

from natural branches based on the book Where the Wild Things 

Are. Year 6 have made Hogwarts with photos of children in witches 

hats peering from the windows and a quidditch player and golden 

snitch suspended from the ceiling. Year 5 have painted wooden 

signposts pointing the way to literary destinations, such as Rivendell, 

Narnia and 100 Acre Wood.
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Acting upon their advice we visited other good school libraries in our 

locality and poured over designers’ catalogues. Our one desire was for 

a reading den and to open up the space to include the corridor too.

We have chosen new brightly coloured furniture from INCUBE, with 

shelves designed for face- on display and a secret reading den. The 

walls have been painted a bright yellow and new swirly carpet has 

been laid, right across the corridor to open up the library space. We 

have also used the glass on double doors into our activity room as 

a noticeboard promoting new books or showing photos of authors 

who have visited. Our aim was to involve the children so each class 

has produced artwork to adorn the library .

Reception have focussed on The Very Hungry Caterpillar making furry 

caterpillars out of mixed media. Year 1 have used laminated photos of 

the class with speech bubbles containing their writing based on The 

Gruff alo and Year 2 have created wild things hanging from natural 

branches based on the book Where the Wild Things Are. Year 6 have 

made Hogwarts with photos of children in witches hats peering from 

the windows and a quidditch player and golden snitch suspended 

from the ceiling. 

Year 5 have painted wooden signposts pointing the way to literary 

destinations, such as Rivendell, Narnia and 100 Acre Wood.

In addition to fi ction, Year 3 have investigated British sea birds and 

their fact fi les hang from paper birds pulling a giant peach and the 

famous James with his bug friends. Year 4 have made hexagonal 

nets tesselalated together containing information about bees inside 

each shape. Papier mache bees hang from the ceiling in front of the 

hive. The children and staff  worked hard on these art projects as they 

often involved many cross curricular skills and the children knew 

that the purpose was to transform the library space into an inviting 

one. The purpose is achieved as there is certainly now a ‘wow’ factor 

to our library and the sense of teamwork is evident.

The children are proud and enthusiastic about our new library 

space as demonstrated by their enthusiasm at our offi  cial opening 

on World Book Day. Dressed up as book characters, both staff  and 

children, everyone squeezed into the library to see our visiting 

author, David Bedford, cut the ribbon.



Our passion is to promote reading for pleasure. Children need to learn 

to read so that they can read to learn. To this end each member of staff  

from teacher to cook has a photo of themselves on their door of the 

room they mainly work in, with a speech bubble, in which is written 

their current reading. Through this, we aim to show the children that 

all the adults in the school value reading.

The school has timetabled library time for each class so children can 

learn about how a library works and have time to browse and choose 

books. 

Children of all ages are encouraged to borrow books from the 

library and we have a librarian on hand to help, especially with 

the younger children. We encourage Book Talk both in and out of 

lessons. Posters with quotes from authors cover the walls and the 

library has a full range of picture books both for Key stage 1 and 2, 

fi ction and non fi ction covering topics that are not necessarily part 

of the curriculum. This was a deliberate choice to encourage reading 

for pleasure recognising that children’s interests are wide and not 

limited to what they learn in class.
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Telephone: + 44 (0) 161 449 9357
Email: info@microlib.co.uk   .  www.microlib.co.uk

We have the IT system ‘Junior Librarian’ with which we have catalogued 

our books and we are currently training our children to use it. We want 

to encourage children to be independent in taking out and returning 

books. Children can access ‘Junior Librarian’ at home as instructions 

are on our school website informing parents how to access it using 

diff erent platforms. Also our website has a ‘library corner’ tab where 

we place library news and staff  recommend books to read. Our aim 

is for children to write their own book reviews on ‘Junior librarian’ for 

their friends to read and to discover diff erent books as the computer 

makes suggestions based on an individual’s reading patterns. We 

train year 5/6 librarians to tidy and return books to the shelves and be 

‘on hand’ to help younger children to use the library. Our website also 

gives access to our e-book library.


