
Wilberfoss Primary School is a medium sized rural 

village school, approximately 200 pupils across 6 years 

and a large Foundation Stage. It’s library had suffered 

from neglect for several years and was, sadly, rather old 

and badly organised. This poor organisation and a lack 

of relevant books meant that the children felt the library 

had nothing to offer them.

We had almost no system in place prior to the decision to 

refurbish the library. Books were (sometimes) recorded 

by the pupils in their reading records. So frankly, ANY 

system would have been an improvement!

After some initial research and a very low key 

conversation with the Microlib sales team (no pressure 

selling at all, I’m pleased to report), we decided to go 

with Junior Librarian, as we felt it gave us a robust 

yet very accessible system, allowing the library to be 

available to pupils all day, without need for the Librarian 

or pupil librarians to be present to help with borrowing.
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Setting up the software on a network laptop for the 

library couldn’t have been easier - just as simple as all 

installs should be. Once the software was set up, the easy 

to follow instructions for barcoding and adding books 

to the catalogue made the long process of adding our 

entire book stock to the system a simple task. Adding 

pupils to the system was easy and creating various user 

groups with different levels of access and permissions 

really makes the system an incredibly useful tool.

During installation and setting up, we did need to 

contact Microlib support a couple of times and it was 

pleasing to have our problems dealt with quickly and 

efficiently through telephone and email.

Everyone in school is benefiting from the impact of the 

Junior Librarian system. The pupils love it’s simplicity (and 

they love being able to use the scanner for themselves!). 

Staff are impressed with the way the pupils have taken 

to the new system so quickly and they are appreciating 

how easy it is to find books they are after now for research 

/ reference. The Headteacher is extremely pleased to see 

the library being used so well now – and a lot of that 

is down to the Junior Librarian software giving us the 

chance to organise and properly catalogue our books.

Everyone in school is benefiting from the impact of the 
Junior Librarian system. 
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During installation and 
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The Librarian and pupil librarians find the system 

extremely easy to use on a day to day basis. And as 

head librarian, I’ve already found the system very useful 

in tracking borrowing and identifying pupils who may 

have mislaid or forgotten their books. It has definitely 

saved us the loss of a handful of books so far, and all this 

just a couple of months in.

We would definitely recommend Junior Librarian to others – in fact, 

we’ve already done so. The software provides the library with a very 

easy to use system, enabling the pupils to take control of their library, 

yet still providing the required level of tracking for administering the 

library.


