
The Isle of Sheppey Academy opened in September 2009 as a 

mixed school for 11 - 19 year olds, replacing an existing Upper 

school and 3 Middle schools (all three Librarians transferred from 

the Middle Schools). It is based on 2 sites, East and West, with 5 

schools of learning, each school containing approximately 500 

students. The school is due to move into new buildings in 2013.

When I started at the East Site they had been without a library 

for four years, luckily we had been given books from two of the 

middle school libraries which helped. The West site had been a 

middle school so their library was still running.   

My first job was to find a library software system that we could 

use across both sites, I had used Junior Librarian at my previous 

school which I really liked whereas the other librarians had been 

using Alice which they didn’t feel was efficient. I spoke to local 

school and college librarians about their systems and what their 

views were about using them, we then visited several schools to 

see Eclipse.net running. 
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In March 2010 we had Eclipse.net Silverlight installed on the East 

site as well as our first training session. The West site library was 

closed so we could catalogue all the books (still ongoing!) and we 

finally opened the library to borrowers in May.

Installing MLS Connect to use with SIMS. NET was a godsend with 

2,450 pupils to enrol, having photos of the pupils helps as well. 

Cataloguing is quick and easy and when we started Accelerated 

Reader this year having the information already on Eclipse was 

brilliant. It was easy to export all our resources to Renlearn for 

them to import the data into AR book guide. There are many 

different reports that can be tailored to our requirements. We 

also use label print for Authors and Dewey numbers to put on the 

book spines, makes them look attractive and easy for the pupils 

to find. 

Subscribing to Help Desk is invaluable; we have used them both 

on-line and by phone, questions and problems have been sorted 

immediately which is essential in a busy library. Extra bar code 

labels are free, I ordered by email and we received them two days 

later.

I can’t wait to see how the product will 
develop in the future!
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I am really impressed with how 
easy the system is to use from a 
librarian’s perspective.

Students can currently access Eclipse.Net from anywhere within 

school and will shortly be able to access it from home as well when 

it is linked in with the school website. The English department are 

using the review-writing facility to run a “Reading is Cool” scheme 

for Year 9s, where the most improved readers will be rewarded. 

Next term I will be teaching Years 7-9 research skills in the LRC 

using SearchStar and the curriculum, which I am very excited 

about and hope to do the same shortly for the upper years in 

school.

I am really impressed with how easy the system is to use from a 

librarian’s perspective. The news items which look so professional 

are remarkably easy to create – as easy as a word document! The 

scheduling system cuts down on work from day to day tasks and 

reminders are run off so much more quickly than with Alice.

We decided to invest in the MLS Connect module which I would 

highly recommend – when new students arrive at school they are 

automatically imported into Eclipse.Net from SIMS, and leavers 

are placed in the recycle bin. This is a huge time saver throughout 

the year, but especially in September. The reporting and views 

facilities are also excellent.

As we all know, technology is becoming increasingly important 

and as school librarians we have to move quickly to try and 

compete with popular (but not always effective!) tools such as 

Google and Wikipedia. I have found Eclispe.Net an effective and 

exciting way to do this. I can’t wait to see how the product will 

develop in the future!


