
Carolyn Godfrey is one teaching assistant/librarian who 

may have found the answer. She admits to wearing 

many hats at her busy 3-11 mixed, community primary 

school and hardly finds time to pause between teaching 

children, acting as the school’s librarian for five hours a 

week and running a weekly lunchtime library club. 

While maintaining a very busy schedule, Carolyn and 

her colleagues manage to instil the joy of reading into 

the minds of her pupils with so much success that her 

school – Clifton Green Primary in York – accomplished an 

‘excellence’ in English from Ofsted, which the watchdog 

said was thanks to its “investment in the enjoyment of 

reading”.
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Proof of this investment can be found in the fact that 

pupils are regularly borrowing from the school’s 14,000 

books, revealing that independent reading is popular 

with both boys and girls, as well as the fact that Carolyn’s 

lunchtime library club is so oversubscribed she has to 

turn children away. 

When ICT Matters caught up with Carolyn in between 

lessons, she divulged her secret to keeping on top of her 

pupils’ reading habits: a robust software system in her 

library.

Every child at Clifton Green from nursery to Year 6 has 

a weekly library session when they are encouraged to 

check at least one book out. Using Junior Librarian 

software by Micro Librarian Systems, pupils can check 

their own books out with a barcode scanner, which 

not only keeps a register of which books are on loan to 

which children, as expected of any library borrowing 

system, but it also integrates with Clifton Green’s 

schools network, so it can therefore be accessed around 

the school for staff to access in all classrooms and also 

boasts a number of interactive elements too, such as a 

pupil book reviewing feature. 

Pupils are regularly borrowing from the school’s 14,000 
books, revealing that independent reading is popular... 

Clifton Green primary school has 320 pupils, and the school in the city of York; the result of merging Kingsway Junior 

School and Shipton Street Infants in 2001. It has children from 4 to 11 years of age with a neighbourhood nursery 

attached and a children’s centre is currently being built. It has a number of children from disadvantaged backgrounds 

that don’t have easy access to books at home.



For more information:

Telephone: + 44 (0) 161 449 9357
Email: info@microlib.co.uk   .  www.microlib.co.uk

A good library system will help you keep track of 
resources so you know what you’ve got when you 
have less money in your budget for your library and 
you’re not then spending it on things you don’t need 

When budgets are limited, schools need to ensure their 

pupils are getting the most out of their library. A library 

management software system like this not only helps 

raise the profile of a school’s library and resources, but 

it gives the school leaders tangible data on the reading 

habits of their pupils, which can be organised by 

categories like gender and year group. This information 

can then be used to improve teaching in the classroom 

and also takes the guesswork out of stocking libraries, 

thus ensuring librarians’ budgets go as far as possible.

As we near the end of the academic year, Carolyn 

prepares to do this very thing. “In June we do an annual 

stock take through Junior Librarian and that helps us 

keep tabs on where everything is,” she explains. “It’s also 

a time to collate the evidence of a previous year to see 

what resources have been well-used or not and then we 

can target our stock purchasing.” 

This is particularly valuable for updating library 

resources with a short use-by date – like geography 

and ICT books, the information in which becomes out-

dated very quickly as the world changes. “In our library’s 

computer section, texts that are 10-15 years old can be 

very out-of-date,” Carolyn adds, “so we will look at the 

year they were put on the library system and if we have 

the money, then we can replace them.”

Money is undoubtedly an issue in many schools 

these days, but those looking to make cost-effective 

investments in their library would be well-advised to 

consider software that helps them target their limited 

resources. “[A good library system will] help you keep 

track of resources so you know what you’ve got when 

you have less money in your budget for your library,” 

Carolyn confirms. “You’re not then spending it on things 

you don’t need.”

For schools keen to boost literacy among their pupils, a 

good library system is just the start and getting children 

interested in reading required a school-wide effort. “It 

all adds evidence to the availability of giving children 

different opportunities to read – sadly it doesn’t track 

how much they actually read,” quips Carolyn. “But 

having books around that are not just for study and are 

there for fun will certainly help.”

As her demanding schedule beckons, Carolyn leaves us 

with one poignant final comment: “In five hours a week, 

I certainly couldn’t do all that I do as a librarian if I didn’t 

have a system like this one.”
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