
The programme o� ers a number of features that are likely 

to appeal to teachers of English at KS1 and KS2. To support 

children’s interest in literature, children have the option to 

read about  authors’ biographies, ‘meet the author’ in an online 

video and request a book of their choice from the local library 

(if the programme is linked to the school’s local public library). 

The programme supports children’s reading experience by 

o� ering them suggestions for who to read next and cataloguing 

their reading choices. 

The Reading Cloud is a technology-enhanced reading programme developed for schools. 

It  aims to support children’s reading and writing experiences, ignite their interest in 

literature and extend reading at school to home spaces. 
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In addition the Reading Cloud is a great platform for a community 

of readers, children can share their interest in speci� c books 

through ranking most popular titles, allocating likes and stars 

to their favourite books or writing their own reviews. Moreover, 

Reading Cloud builds and promotes conversation around books 

through several community-oriented tools, for instance children 

can chat about the books, see what is ‘trending’ among their 

friends and what their classmates liked or requested from the 

library. The space is constantly updated with selected Facebook 

and Twitter news. 



Community-oriented reading is supported in parallel with 

independent reading for pleasure. For the latter, the Reading 

Cloud has a number of supportive features. Each child has their 

own ‘home library’, in which they can arrange, manage and 

navigate all the books and audio/video resources they borrowed 

from the library.  Individual accounts allow children to customise 

their personal pro� les with an avatar and include basic information 

about their past reading choices activity on the website. In 

addition, information on who is online in real time, several 

chatting possibilities, friends’ requests and noti� cations akin to a 

social media platform, contribute to children’s engagement.

All these book and community-oriented activities happen in a 

larger literacy space where children can practise their reading and 

writing skills. There are many features which encourage writing, 

for instance the ‘what’s on your mind’ box and blogging space 

with commenting options.

As such, Reading Cloud goes hand in glove with the UKLA’s mission 

to advance education in literacy: it supports both reading and 

writing skills and addresses the social and emotional aspects of a 

reading experience.  In particular, the bene� ts of the Reading Cloud 

are to support children’s con� dence in reading and provide them 

with authentic writing and reading opportunities. For instance, 

the platform provides a visually appealing documentation of 

individual reading progress, along with opinions and comments 

shared by others. In parallel, the opportunity to discuss titles, 

re� ect on their merit in a review produced for the site and shared 

with parents and friends is another great incentive for the young 

readers. Teachers can select ‘star reviewers’ and sca� old activities 

suitable for reluctant or avid readers.

Avid readers can be encouraged to share their reading lists with 

friends, and their reviews, stories or poems can be added to the 

digital catalogue of available resources. Other children can be 

encouraged to explore the many title recommendations and 

provide reviews with the help of customisable review templates. 

Search for titles is adjusted to KS1 and KS2 pupils, with a number 

of search options, including pictorial search, authors’ names, book 

themes, genres, series, as well as reading level and subject.

Reading Cloud does not care only about children’s bene� ts, 

there are many unique advantages for teachers too. For example, 

The Reading Cloud’s Management system supports teachers in 

generating reading pro� les for individual children or the entire 

class (or school). This provides teachers with an easy way to track 

children’s individual reading progress. The programme comes with 

many bespoke activities designed speci� cally in response to the 

Ofsted and Department for Education’s criteria of excellence. 

In sum, Reading Cloud is not a technological product 

adapted for the school market - it is a technological 

innovation that has reading for pleasure and schools 

at its heart. The accompanying iMLS app fosters a 

Reading Cloud experience ‘on the go’, harnessing the 

bene� ts of quick and seamless engagement.
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