
St Philip’s is a primary school with a nursery class, it 

takes children from reception to Year 6, we currently 

have around 320 pupils on role.  We are situated on 

the outskirts of Cambridge so we have access to many 

exciting educational resources but until December 2011 

we lacked a really good in-school library.

Building work over a couple of years had meant that our 

library area had been unusable and as the work came to 

an end staff and our Parent, Staff and Friends Association 

(PSFA) decided to work together to create a really 

exciting new library in an unused mobile classroom.   

Funding was put aside from the school budget, raised by 

the PSFA and given as a grant from the Foyle Foundation 

and a legacy from a former teacher.   With a healthy 

budget a small group of staff and volunteers began to 

look at suitable software, furniture and of course BOOKS! 
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  It is an important part of our lovely new library and we 
would happily recommend it......
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Junior librarian has proven to be straightforward to use 
enabling us to know which child is reading which book, add 
new stock easily and reassure children that the books they 
are keen to read are in stock . 

Junior librarian was identified as offering a flexible 

way of keeping track of our books that would be 

straightforward for pupils, staff and other adults to use.  

As soon as we had installed the software on the school 

server, allowing the information to be used across the 

whole of the site, an enthusiastic team of volunteers 

started the process of cataloguing our existing stock.  

They were particularly pleased that the incorporated 

magicat database ensured that, in the majority of cases, 

scanning the book’s ISBN barcode brought up all the 

book details saving on time and typing.   

Whilst this was underway, the room was painted in 

bright colours rather than our usual classroom cream.  

We ordered new furniture, both shelving and seating 

as well as rugs and roller blinds to make the library 

look more inviting and exciting than other teaching 

areas.   Soon after the furniture had been installed we 

contacted Junior librarian and ordered a second bar 

code reader to keep up with the speed of our wonderful 

cataloguers!   As we approached the opening, our office 

staff were pressed into service and were pleased to find 

that the pupil information system integrated easily with 

Junior Librarian to produce class lists with a barcode for 

each pupil so that books and children could be linked. 

After many weeks of hard work, the library was opened 

by members of the school council in December 2011.  

Every class now has a timetabled session in the library 

each week, in addition to two after school sessions 

when parents can come with their children to choose 

books to share at home.      

  It is an important part of our lovely new library and we 

would happily recommend it to anyone who is looking 

for a library software package. 


