
Whilst on a visit to another school, Miss Tulip our Business Manager, 

was intrigued by their Double Decker Library Bus so she brought 

the idea back to school. This seemed like the perfect answer to our 

problem as there was no way we could ever raise enough for an 

extension. We did some research and worked out some numbers 

and the Library Bus fund was started. We did lots of fundraising with 

the whole community getting involved. We got some grants for 

new books and donations from local businesses. Miss Tulip found an 

old yellow Canadian school bus in a scrap yard and when we had 

enough funds we sent it to the coachworks for renovation. It was a 

very exciting day indeed when it was fi nally ready for delivery onto 

our school yard. Once in place we added decking and tables outside 

under an awning and shelved out the inside with a seating area at 

the back. I scoured my local car boot sale, every Sunday morning, for 

nearly new books to help fi ll up the shelves. The amount of unread 

books for sale unbelievable.

We were already using Junior Librarian in KS2 but the older version 

and it was not being used to its full potential, so with our leftover 

funds we paid for the updated version and now it has transformed 

the children’s library experience. The whole school are now using the 

bus from our Early Years through KS1 and all our KS2 children and 

because of the simplicity of using the scanner to return and issue 

books the children love being able to do it independently. 

Due to our expanding school roll, the classroom which housed our library had to be turned back into a proper classroom, leaving us 

with the problem of relocating all our books. They ended up shoved at the end of our corridor looking tired and uninviting. We were 

desperate for a solution.

All our new books were stamped and barcoded by the children in 

year 5 which made my job of entering them all onto the catalogue 

quick and effi  cient. I have to commend and praise the telephone 

helpline staff , they are amazing and able to sort problems while 

you are on the phone to them and if you are sitting at the library 

computer they can talk you through it there and then, making 

solutions immediate and I cannot thank them enough for their 

fantastic service. I cannot imagine not having this computerised 

system and having to go back to the ancient way with checkout 

cards and fi ling system.

Thank you Junior Librarian we 
couldn’t have done it without you!
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As improving reading is one of our school aims, using Junior Librarian allows me to keep track of how often the children are changing their 

books and what types of books are most popular. It makes chasing up overdue books easy and the reminder print outs are great to send home 

to parents when children have mislaid books at home. 

Since you can now catalogue other media like CDs DVDs etc, I am now considering a lending library for audio books and DVDs for a small 

weekly charge and hope to set this up soon. So our Library Bus just keeps evolving.

On November 13th last year our Library Bus was offi  cially opened by 

the author and illustrator, Rob Lewis, as part of the Northern Children’s 

Book Festival. After the opening ceremony and ribbon cutting Rob 

held workshops for the KS2 children showing them how to create their 

own illustrations.

Our bus has become a real community asset as our local Beavers 

troop visit and borrow books regularly and we have gained funding 

to open the Bus to all the children of the local community on Saturday 

afternoons combining reading activities and sports, helping to keep 

brains and bodies healthy.
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