
As a school, we pride ourselves on our library being a vibrant, 

welcoming, engaging place to be and the technology we use to 

scan books in and out should refl ect this. Having been approached 

by JL.net with a brilliant off er, our headteacher, Luke Hanna, jumped 

at the chance to purchase the new system which guaranteed a more 

up-to-date approach to scanning books. We have had JL.net installed 

since October 2015 and it has become an exciting tool for children to 

engage with and not just a means to issue their library books.

At the moment, we have our main computer in the library with 

a scanner attached so all children use one main log in with access 

for all to scan books in and out. This means children can access the 

library during lessons, lunch times and after school effi  ciently and 

with ease. Our children and parents have been made aware of the 

homepage and this communal login to access at home and on other 

school computers. There is a link for JL.net on our school webpage, 

something that would never have been possible with the old Junior 

Librarian. The idea of eventually purchasing more scanners with the 

possibility of each classroom also becoming a place to scan books in 

and out has been mentioned, and I hope that this will happen across 

the school.

Meon Junior has had Junior Librarian, the desktop version, for a long, long time. I have been librarian for over three years and the 

librarian before me (Katie Lamsdale, who is now a teacher at Meon) remembers always having used JL. Therefore, despite it being 

dependable and loved by the children, it can be safe to say that the system was quite tired and out of date.

The children really enjoy the new ‘Enquiry’ tool on the main screen. 

Seeing the book covers as you search makes it much easier for our 

children to recognise books and helps them to locate them on 

the library shelves. Similarly, if a child has forgotten about a book 

scanned out in their name, jogging their memories with a small 

image of the book cover has defi nitely helped prevent more books 

getting lost indefi nitely. Spinning the wheel to see which books 

to take out next is a fantastic way to make choosing a book more 

fun, and something the children have enjoyed experimenting 

with. Children also love to check out new books in the library by 

clicking on that tab and seeing what book has made it into ‘Book 

of the Week’. My year 5 and 6 librarians can now be in charge of 

‘Book of the Week’ and monitoring who has been taking more books 

out between boys and girls, giving them more responsibility in the 

running of the library. Again JL.net has allowed for this.  

Children also love to check out new books in the 
library by clicking on that tab and seeing what 
book has made it into ‘Book of the Week’.
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Overall setup of the new system was incredibly easy. Using SIMs, we were able to import all of our previous information easily into JL.net 

without fuss or complication, following straight forward steps from Micro Librarian. The ‘Management’ part of the site is more clearly accessible 

and the multi-select feature has made things much easier for me as librarian! 

We will eventually combine our Accelerated Reader with Junior Librarian now that we have the ability to enter individual book’s Accelerated 

Reader book levels. This will be an ongoing job for my librarian helpers(!), and something that will really help Meon’s staff  and children alike. 

Giving children an individual log in will be something that we hope to have running very soon, however this will be more useful when classes 

in individual classrooms can scan books in and out. Our library is a communal space where children can come and go and using a main login 

is a quicker way to do this.

All in all, JL.net has improved many areas of how our 

library runs and there is a vast scope for 

further improvement and integration 

of library skills throughout the school. 

We are very pleased with it!
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