
We knew we would have to raise a lot of money, but we had a vision, 

which we set about sharing with everyone. Over the course of the 

school year, we worked tirelessly to fundraise for beautiful shelving, 

paint and books. From sponsored Christmas reads to ‘Books and 

Chocolate’ Events,’ Spooky Story Evenings’ at Halloween and even 

drawing competitions depicting a Quiet Place to Read. We addressed 

the PTA, the Headteacher, the Caretaker, the parents and managed to 

raise over £4000. We had to be very creative and persuasive! Parents 

A year ago, all we had was a few uninspiring shelves of dusty non-fiction books, which lived in a narrow walkway. We had no real library for 

the children to enjoy and desperately needed funds to create something everyone could benefit from.

were incredibly supportive and one even went so far as to make a 

six foot long library bookworm mascot called Ollie, complete with 

spectacles and a librarian badge. Another parent donated a whole 

sofa and cushions! Parents were so involved in creating our library 

that we received boxes upon boxes of donated fiction books to help 

build a fiction library.  Unbelievably, we received so many, that we 

could fill a whole room!  The books were practically new as well, 

many having only been read once. 
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We did so well with our fundraising, that we even managed to 

computerise it, which gives us a great deal of information about who 

is using the library and what is available to them. The system is very 

child friendly, which means that my team of Year 5 and 6 librarians 

can run the library at lunch times themselves.  For any new stock that 

comes in, they stick the provided bar codes in the front of the new 

books and scan it into the system themselves.  Junior Librarian has 

saved us a huge amount of time in this respect.  I could not have even 

contemplated doing it all by hand on catalogue cards!

One of the greatest boons has been the capacity for deweying the 

library in our non-fiction section.  Once books have been scanned 

in, it brings up all the details, including its ‘class’ or ‘dewey’ number.  

Before, we had the laborious task of looking up what class a book 

might be in a dewey classification book.  This was very difficult and 

time-consuming for children to do, but Junior Librarian means it’s 

already done for them!  My librarians are now working their way 

through our non-fiction books and classifying them, themselves.  As a 

busy class teacher, I can’t tell you how fantastic that is!

Another huge benefit is our ability to track pupils and their reading 

habits.  We know what children are reading, what is popular, who 

has an overdue book and much more!  From the data, we realised 

that boys in years 5 and 6 did not use the library as much as girls, 

so we are now planning on tackling the problem with a ‘mobile 

library’ to take out into the playground.  This leads me onto another 

important part of our vision: ereaders and tablets.  This year we have 

raised enough money to buy tablets for each class in Years 5 and 6.  

They will be able to access our ebook library which we can see will 

be fantastic for guided reading, research and much more! Our library 

keeps growing and growing!



The thing that makes our library so special is the process we have gone 

through to create it. It is a real source of pride to the children and the 

teachers in the school. When we finally opened the library in January, 

old pupils who had helped create it, came back for a special opening 

ceremony. It has been and IS a real labour of love. The wonderful 

thing is, that the children are actively involved in promoting reading 

in the school now. The library is run by our children. They manage it 

and dream up all manner of activities and ideas to further enhance it.

This year, I decided to enter the Kent Literacy Awards category 

for ‘Best Library’ because I felt that our achievement had been as 

a result of huge collaboration between teachers, parents, children 

and many other volunteers.  (Even our Judo Club Coach helped by 

grinding down some pipes to make way for the new shelving! What 

a hero!)  I’m pleased to say we won.  We’re so excited, but we know 

that it would have been so much harder to achieve without Junior 

Librarian and the MLS team. 
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For more information:

Telephone: + 44 (0) 161 449 9357
Email: info@microlib.co.uk   .  www.microlib.co.uk

Michelle Sutherland (Librarian)
Joydens Wood Junior School

Thank you so much!


