
In 2001 after a huge amount of fundraising Greave 

School turned it’s redundant quadrangle into a fantastic 

state of the art ICT suite in a purpose built mezzanine 

which had underneath it a bright, attractive, large space 

that would house an equally fantastic resource centre.

In 2002 this space evolved into a library with new 

shelving, a library desk, computer work stations, kinder 

boxes, purpose built shelves to hold toy & book packs, 

tape/CD & book packs, carpets, plants, posters, paintings 

and display areas for children’s work. Soon the stock 

was weeded and moved from the corridors around the 

school to its new home. During this time a decision was 

made to invest in a library management system.

We consulted the Library Association, the School 

Library Association and our own School Library Service 

in Stockport for advice on suitable systems. It took us 

some time but after extensive research we opted for 

Junior Librarian from Micro Librarian Systems. It was by 

far the best library management system we reviewed. 

Case Study
Greave Primary School

January 2003 a teaching assistant was employed with 

12 hours a week of her time dedicated to the library. 

ByFebruary the library was fully catalogued and over 

2000 books and resources were on the system. The 

speed of this was aided by MagiCat, a database included 

with Junior Librarian which contained virtually all the 

books on our shelves. The cataloguing process was very 

simple you could create as many media types as you 

wanted and add keywords which in turn could be used 

to link catalogued resources to websites when searching 

the database. Following this there was a simple 5 minute 

job transferring the pupil’s data from the admin system 

to the Junior Librarian enrolment database.

The next stage was to register the children with Identikit, 

the fingerprint recognition system we had opted for. 

This too was an easy process and it generated much 

excitement, especially amongst the boys. Each class was 

timetabled one hour per week to visit the library.

During their first visit they were registered on Identikit 

and borrowed their first book. After only a couple of 

weeks the  children were happily returning books and 

issuing material to themselves, with a watchful eye over 

the reception and very young infants just in case they 

needed any assistance!

The juniors were also given an additional lunchtime 

period where they could call in and change their books. 

Of course there were other times when children would 

visit the library to change their class reading book or call 

in for resources to take to the classroom.

All in all a very productive year aided by the brilliant 
software Junior Librarian....

Greave School has over 200 pupils from reception to 

year 6. The library now houses over 3,000 resources 

including books, tapes, CDs and reference material.



For more information:

Telephone: + 44 (0) 161 449 9357
Email: info@microlib.co.uk   .  www.microlib.co.uk

In the DfES publication ‘Improve Your Library: a selfevaluation process for primary schools, 

2004’, Charles Clarke former Secretary of State for education and Skills, asserts that ‘A 

successful school library is the heart of a school learning community’1. We had a library for 

years but the implementation of Junior Librarian has helped us to put it right at the centre 

of our school. All in all a very productive year aided by the brilliant software Junior Librarian. 

The increased use of the library was tremendous. 

Within a couple of weeks all our pupils were visiting 

the library on a regular basis and were happy to do 

so! Library lessons were taught to years 3-6 which 

included teaching the Dewey Decimal Classification 

system and the difference between fiction and non-

fiction. However, the main purpose of the lesson was 

how to use the ‘Enquiry’ feature of Junior Librarian. 

This included how to search for a resource using the 

title, author and keywords. Children also learnt how to 

examine a catalogue record and check if it is available, 

how to locate items in the resource centre and reserve 

items that are currently unavailable. Following these 

lessons the children became confident users of Junior 

Librarian.

Teaching staff were given a brief demonstration of the 

system. Their training focussed more on the multi issue 

facility in Circulate. This makes it much quicker for staff 

to issue large numbers of resources they are taking into 

classrooms. A really useful feature of the system as it 

was always going to be more difficult to get the staff to 

use the system than it was the children. 

Library monitors were assigned from year 6. They took 

great pride in helping in the library, delivering reminders  

to class teachers, putting books away, helping with 

the stock check and collecting resources from the 

classrooms at the end of the year. 

By the end of the 2003 summer term, a variety of reports 

were being produced including one giving Ofsted 

inspection statistics on the use of the library. Very useful! 

With the built-in StockCheck software the end of term 

stock check was carried out and finalised in a week.

I would like to finish by saying that the implementation 

of Junior Librarian was hugely successful and that 

during this transition the help desk team were brilliant, 

consistently giving us fantastic and friendly support.

Sue Johnson. Head teacher


