
We’re a small school with less than 200 children but 

we still wanted to provide the children with a fully 

functioning library system. At my last school we used 

offline Junior Librarian to great effect so at Glenaire, 

we investigated the latest technology available from 

MLS, Junior Librarian.net – it seemed to give us exactly 

what we were looking for in terms of functionality and 

interaction with the children at an acceptable cost that 

our small school could afford.

The sales process worked well for us and the team at 

MLS were fully supportive of our needs and helped us 

every step of the way.  Once the purchase order was 

processed, the simplicity of the system came into its 

own.  Given we were starting from scratch, the system 

has been labour intensive but that’s not down to Junior 

Librarian – I suppose it’s the nature of lots of books!  

Actually populating JL.net was simple – the majority 

of our books when scanned have loaded automatically 

onto the system so once we got the manpower in place 

to do this, we’ve raced along getting our new technology 

in place.
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In KS1 and KS2, the reading scheme books are logged 

in and out with a scanner – there’s an automatic record 

of the books the children have read... No more, “I’ve 

read all those!”  We can see exactly where children are 

at and what they need next.  The laborious and often 

inaccurate manual system is no more!  Each class has a 

scanner which has made the practicalities of changing 

books far simpler and because the system is online, you 

can log books in and out from any PC in school.

From a literacy coordination perspective, we have far 

more knowledge across school about children’s reading 

and from an ICT perspective, we are demonstrating to 

pupils how technology is used in real life.  We have Year 

6 librarians who love the responsibility of managing 

the library at lunchtimes and at the same time provide 

invaluable support in keeping the system up and 

running.

We integrate Juniorlibrarian.net with our MIS so children 

who are new to our school get updated automatically – 

far less pressure administration-wise.

MLS provide a great product and excellent service.  I 

wish we had more time to dedicate to getting use of the 

full functionality of juniorlibrarian.net.  As any teacher 

knows, our main job is teaching so implementing 

something new school-wide to support our teaching is 

never a quick process so there’s no point in saying we use 

all the bells and whistles that MLS offer – yet!  However, 

bit by bit we are getting there.  Our next step is to get 

the children more involved in using the website itself for 

reviews but... one step at a time! 
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