
I was appointed Librarian in September 2007, during my interview 

one of the panel asked me how to make the library “Cool”, my 

answer to this was “you can’t” but you can make the library 

accessible to all abilities/disabilities and make it welcoming and 

a fun place to be.

This has proved to be true; our footfalls on average are 4,500 per 

term. 

Archbishop Ilsley School is an 11-18 mixed Catholic Technology 

College in Birmingham with 1,265 on role and a sixth form of 187.

I was familiar with a number of library management systems 

such as Oliver and Heritage and I had worked with Limes.  Luckily 

Eclipse was in place at the time of my appointment and I set 

about moving the Library into the 21st Century.
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I had researched eclipse.net and felt that the features offered 

would be of great benefit to our school.  The main reason was 

the compatibility with our VLE platform Frog.  The sales team 

talked me through a remote demonstration which confirmed my 

findings and exceeded my expectations.  In great anticipation 

I awaited the installation of Eclipse.net by our IT support 

department.

All went well and we started with the original interface, updates 

are handled by IT and I was able to run reports for Senior 

Management regarding issue/returns, Year group loans, bar 

charts etc, I later subscribed to MLS connect which works hand in 

hand with CMIS, this is a particularly useful system as it updates 

student records automatically, acutely so at the beginning of the 

new academic year enabling a smooth transfer of tutor groups 

and quick set up of new year 7 tutor groups.

We are a school where the library is highly regarded by staff and 

students, and senior management “values” are represented in our 

whole school Literacy and Reading for Pleasure Policy.  

To this aim I wanted the students and staff to fully appreciate the 

wonderful interactive features of Eclipse.net.  To integrate with 

Frog I decided to use Silverlight, I wanted a modern user friendly 

look for our user groups, encompassing students, staff, parents 

and Governors.

I am very lucky to be a Librarian, to do the job that I love, and 

young people never cease to amaze me.  My favourite feature of 

Elipse.net is Read Review.  All user groups can contribute, but I 

especially look forward to reading students reviews, sometimes 

they make me laugh, surprise me or make me cry. 

In summary I would fully endorse Eclipse.net and its many 

features for any forward thinking Library

Sarah Maher. Librarian

Students especially like the “Book of the Week” 
feature along with the “Returns Trolley 

For more information:

Telephone: + 44 (0) 161 449 9357
Email: info@microlib.co.uk   .  www.microlib.co.uk


