
Case Study
Frogmore College
I have been looking at the Eclipse.net software for quite some 

time and having spoken to many other librarians who were 

already using it decided that the time was right for me to start 

putting together a case to take to Senior Management with a 

view to purchase it.  

With so many other 

demands on money from all 

departments I knew that I was 

asking for quite a substantial 

financial commitment from 

the school and so at the same 

time as asking the school for 

money I also approached the 

PTA to see if they could help.   

I put together a document 

outlining the benefits of .net 

and how we would envisage 

using it with the students to benefit their learning and 

encourage their reading for pleasure.  Also included in this 

document were the advantages the new package had over 

Eclipse 2.  Having sent this to Senior Management and the PTA, 

a live demo was also booked which was presented to some of 

our Senior Staff.

Here at Frogmore, we value the student voice highly, so the 

next step in the process was canvassing the students for their 

views and how they felt the program would impact on their 

learning.  Although a small school of some 630 students, the 

library is very busy with an average of 100 students in during 

break and lunchtimes.  Not all 

these students are readers; there 

are a lot of things going on in the 

library to encourage all students to 

come in.  The end result is a mixture 

of all ages, abilities and ethnic mix.  

I randomly asked approximately 20 

students to come in at break the 

following day to look at a video and 

answer a questionnaire.  The drink 

and biscuits did their magic and all 

the students turned up the next 

day.  I explained the reason I had 

asked them to come in was to be 

sure that this new piece of software I was hoping to buy would 

be used well by them and it would be worth the investment 

in the long term.  I wanted them to look at the student demo 

on the MLS website and answer the questionnaire as honestly 

as they could.  I did this over three break times and in total 

surveyed 51 students.  They addressed the whole thing very 

maturely, filling out their questionnaires and I was impressed 

to find that approximately half the students surveyed chose to 

add additional comments.
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Q.  Would you use the system to....



All this was collated and given to Senior Management who agreed that the new software would have the impact on student 

learning that we hoped for and it would be worth investing in.  

We are now waiting to have it installed over Easter.

I think that this website is a faster way to find books which is really good.  I 

also think that this website would be a good addition to the school library.

I think this programme looks very interesting and will definitely benefit our 

learning.  It looks simple and fun!  

I think the programme looks good and it looks like a good idea.

I would really like the recommended books and reviews so I won’t have to read the 

book to find out whether I actually like it.

Personally I really like this programme and I think it will go far especially for 

people who like to read.  It has a lot of things to do.  I think it will encourage 

people to read more and more often.  It’s a lot easier to find the perfect book 

to read at the perfect time.

It’s good for finding a book quicker and for research.
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Would you access the 
system from....

When I went to Salesian School Farnborough we used this programme in the 

library and I thought it really helped, I especially liked the recommended books 

section because it really helped me get books that I really enjoyed.  I have a serious 

‘judging a book by its cover problem’ and I think that the reviews really help.  Also 

I like the idea that when doing homework Eclipse will help filter websites on the 

subject, this means that I will not have to spend ages trying to find a good website.

Good idea for website use.

I think it would be good to have as it would help people find books easier and 

quicker.  The layout looks good.  I think it is a very good idea and would help a lot 

when it comes to choosing a new book to read.

I think it is a good idea as it would help find a book to read and to see what 

other people think.  It also looks really easy to use.

It helps me to choose a book and to read the blurb.

We asked the students what they thought of the system... and here are some of their comments...

Q.



I find that it is user friendly and the ‘My stuff area’ is useful.

              Wide range of things to do.

              Easy to use.

              New books can be found.  

              Wide range of resources.

Will be able to help us find books we like instead of searching around in the library 

for something good.

I would like to see maybe a game or two that helps them to choose a book.

It’s very useful and handy, easy to use and really good.

I like it when you can rate the book 1-5.  I think A-Z authors was a good touch 

to find books quicker.

It allows you to read books that are out of the library and what the library doesn’t 

have.  You can read the library news and the best book of the week.  It has 

information about the book.

I think it would be a great idea to have it in the school library because you 

can find books very easily which not only cuts down on time it will make it 

easier to find books.  I think that the reviews are a great way to let other 

people know what you think about the book that you have read.  It will 

be useful when doing research because you can look for specific topics or 

subjects which will be a great feature to have.
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I think this will help me want to read more books and to write reviews also I think 

whenever I want to read a book that this will be a good place to go for books.

Very useful for finding new books and it is very neat as it shows you where 

specific books are.

I like the idea of having the programme and it can really help my learning.  Also it 

looks fun.  Very interesting.

I think that this programme could really help every library.  It could be the 

second VLE (for the library).  This is very interesting!

It would be good if you can read the book while you are on line.  You could 

download it onto a device.  For some people who don’t read much you can set 

them a target and if they reach it they can get a reward.

Q. Do you feel this system 
would  benefit your learning?

Review by Jean Godfrey - Librarian

Frogmore College, Hants

If you would like a copy of the full survey 
to use in your school, please click here

Nobody said “no” 
More student comments...
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