
Archway Secondary School Eclipse Case Study

“As a comprehensive school with 
a Sixth Form and large Special 
Needs Unit we require a fast and 
easy to use library system.”

 The tradition has been that of self-service.  It was always 

felt that the professional paid to help students learn and 

teachers teach, should not spend time behind a desk, 

stamping in and out books.

The teacher-in-charge, before the appointment of a 
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ran on old BBCs, allowing pupils to type in their own and 

the books’ code numbers. With my appointment, I soon 

stated arguing for proper PCs and a system that was not 

so fraught with students forgetting their codes, or misuse of 

codes by their so-called mates. 

Converting to Limes was a bit of a nightmare, but with all 

new books having bar codes and students being issued 

with tickets containing their bar code, life seemed a bit 
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would be free to help with research.”
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Softlink’s Alice. Alice was far more sophisticated and 

complicated than we needed.  It was much more 

expensive too. Eclipse is so intuitive.  When pupil 

helpers do manual issues (Sporting injuries affect use of 
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on one page, unlike other systems viewed. Cataloguing 

is so easy.  I do not need to add an author if I feel the 

students would not look for one, for example, editors of 
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in genre. With keywords added, it is easy to search for 
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Our Experience

We bought Eclipse in 2002 before the chance to use 

e-credits was introduced.  The conversion was an 

absolute dream, the training very good, and the helpline 

answered straight away.  No talking to an answer 

machine or waiting for e-mail messages back as with 

other operating systems. By lucky coincidence we 

became a Technology Specialist school just after the 

purchase, so I was able to argue for money for Identikit, 
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now proudly boost to prospective parents of this up-to-

the-minute technology. They can all be heard quoting, 

“It is a biometric pattern turned into a mathematical 
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easier. Except that mums kept washing the readers’ 

tickets and the majority of the book stock still 

had numbers that had to be typed in correctly.  

This was not a happy situation for our dyslexic 

pupils or me. Busy teaching staff could not be 

bothered. Initially very happy with Limes compared 
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operating problems could not be solved. I was 

always waiting for an update.  




