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The Guinea-Pig’s Tale

“Since no ‘fingerprints’, as such, are stored, there are no Data
Protection implications and the system has attracted National
Grid for Learning interest.”

It sounded so futuristic that | anticipated getting Identikit up and
running would be a long, complicated affair: | couldn’t have been
more wrong. Installing the software took less than five minutes,
while the touch-pad - a surprisingly compact unit - simply plugged
into the computer’s USB port. Each borrower initially had to

touch the pad four times with the same finger so Identikit could
‘memorise’ details of the skin patterns (it did this mathematically,
storing a series of numbers relating to the finger ‘pattern’ as part

of each person’s PIN). As this was a world first, the headteacher
decided to send a letter to all parents to explain exactly how the
touchpad worked and to invite them to visit the library if they
had any concerns about Identikit’s use. In the event, no-one
voiced any objections — we have only ever received very positive
comments and feedback.
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Identikit has required very little in the way of maintenance — an
occasional wipe over the touch pad is all I've needed to do since it
was first installed. The use of the touchpad has been so successful
that I'll be surprised if other applications don’t quickly follow- like
replacing the way registers are taken, or for gaining access to
buildings or offices, etc. But from my point of view, the best news of
all is that library borrowings have show a marked increase following
the installation of ‘Identikit’. It's partly because of the novelty value
of the touchpad, of course, but mainly, | suspect, because now no-
one has to remember to carry a library card or barcode. Identikit has
literally put books at the tips of our pupils’ fingers!

So - does this make me the first guinea pig to have a happy tale?

David Walker, Library Resource Manager
Alder Grange High School




